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The Importance of Gifting to the Lititz Historical Foundation 

By Charlene Van Brookhoven 

In the early 1960's a group of Lititz men decided the town needed a museum to showcase the historical sig-
nificance of the 1756 Moravian community. The Johannes Mueller house was purchased at 137 E. Main 
Street with funds remaining from the 200th anniversary of the town.  
A plea was put out for donations of early memorabilia and family possessions noteworthy to display in this 
new venue. By 1964 a sizable collection of Lititz artifacts had been accumulated to open the museum doors 
to visitors. 
Many local auction items were purchased in the early years of LHF to continue the integrity of the museum's 
inventory. As the prices of Lancaster County antiques became unaffordable to those other than dealers, board 
members once again reached out to members for donations of Lititz collectibles. The last fifty five years of 
gifting from people who are passionate about  the preservation of our 
town's history has made LHF one of the most visited museums in 
Pennsylvania with 49 states and 40 countries represented. 
Many many people, some living in Lititz and some who have moved 
throughout the world, have contributed to this small educational mu-
seum with roots stemming from the Moravian Church. Items from the 
beginning of the town in 1756 thru the war years and up until 2019 
are housed not only in the Mueller House but also The Lititz Museum 
next door. 
One recent noteworthy contribution to LHF is a beautiful framed 
painting of Jacob Mease Fry. 
Mr. Fry was Lancaster County's oldest Civil War veteran (recorded in 
his obituary October 13, 1938) at the age of ninety-nine years. In the 
1900 census Jacob and Hettie lived at 18 Front Street with their 
daughter Katie until they moved to 315 E. Main Street (rear). Jacob 
and Hettie had three sons and one daughter all living in Warwick 
Township. Jacob was a cigar maker by trade. 
The August 11, 1932 issue of The Lititz Record had this to say about 
Jacob Fry: 
 ñHence it is noteworthy when a survivor can be found who 
can recall the days of conflict and who has descendants who will ever 
cherish his valor and comfort him in his declining years. Jacob M. 
Fry, who has his home with Mr. and Mrs. Harry Haldeman of 
Rothsville, being his  granddaughter, was 93 years old on Tuesday. 

 

Story continues on page 4 inside...       Above: Jacob Mease Fry 
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Winter 2019 H I S T O R I C A L  J O U R N A L  

                           We Open for the Season May 3rd! 
          On May 3rd, our doors officially open for the 2019 season! 
 

Come learn about the history of Lititz and early Moravian life by visiting room 
after room of local exhibits and artifacts. Visit our donation-based museum and 
then stop by our gift shop where youôll find a great selection of Moravian stars, 

local books, home d®cor, and so much more! 
 
Guided tours of the 1792 Johannes Mueller House will be available beginning 

that day. Come learn all about the early history of Lititz with one of our very 
knowledgeable guides! Remember, as a member in good standing, tours for you 
and everyone in your party are free  

 
Our operating hours are Fridays and Saturdays 10am-4pm. Beginning Memorial 
Day, we will be open Mondays-Saturday 10am-4pm with guided tours of the 
1792 Johannes Mueller House.  

 
Interested in booking our gardens for your next event? Weôre always happy to 
answer your questions or assist you. Call us at 717-627-4636 to learn more. 
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Seen below is 220 N. Cedar St. During the era that this photo was 
taken, it was the home of the Yerger family, who was known for 
having a popular ice business in Lititz during the early 1900s.  

 
 




